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Expand the scope for public 
financing of transformative 
adaptation measures. 

Embed adaptation costs within 
the spatial development process, 
ensuring that these costs are not 
shifted onto others. 

Require that major investments 
undergo a climate adaptation 
assessment with a minimum time 
horizon of 100 years. 

At the national level, identify 
where immediate transformation 
is needed and where it can be 
deferred. 

Spatial choices

	 The Netherlands is becoming drier, wetter and hotter, while sea levels continue to rise. Impacts accumulate.

	 Consequences are already apparent and intensifying. It's vital to adapt and commit to investments in 
climate resilience.

	 By fostering societal resilience and climate-resilient land use, we can ensure the continued safety and 
habitability of the Netherlands. 

Advisory report on climate adaptation
Spatial and societal choices for adaptation in the Netherlands

Where and when to pursue 
transformative adaptation approaches, 
and where to intensify existing adaptation 
policies. 

Intensification
Additional measures 
to maintain an area’s 
existing functions. 

How to strengthen the joint 
responsibility of public authorities, individuals 
and businesses in enhancing society’s resilience 
to a changing climate. 

Transformation
Changes in land use 
and functions to 
better align with water, 
soil and climate.

The Netherlands Scientific Climate Council (WKR) has been asked to offer guidance 
on pivotal decisions 

Develop a periodic national 
adaptation monitor to track 
evolving climate risks and costs.

Implement a Climate Damage 
Ladder that clearly indicates which 
losses are borne by whom.

Make climate risk data on homes 
widely accessible while protecting 
vulnerable groups. 

Include in the NAS a strategy 
that encourages and supports 
adaptation efforts by individuals and 
businesses. 

Societal choices

The WKR’s recommendations: The WKR’s recommendations: 


